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[EXXINE The Writing Process: Story

Now, it is ime Yo put the parts of your story together. Think about the story you are
about to tell. Use the story map on this page to list the important parts of your story.

Character(s)

Sefting

Plot: Beginning

Plot: Middle

Plot: End
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[ERTTNEY The Writing Process: Story

Draft
' a computer. Refer to your story mq
Wirite a first draft of your story here or type it on if you need to. As you write, do n%’r

as you write. Continue on another sheet of paper _ ;
worry about making mistakes. Just get your ideas down in senfences and in order.

T
e
Now that you have written your draft, writ , _
later, but that's okay. € an idea for q title here. [t might changé
Title:
— e
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[ERTENEY The Writing Process: STory

Some story writers like to use settings and situations ’rheYTr_"Oanoeng;Z':g’}Sggyfh;?;?ix?s,
Others like to go beyond themselves and use exaggera :g nflpibsbegiotinsi : ild,
worlds. Use the writing process and see what kind of worla y :

Prewrite

Look again at the story ideas you wrote on pages 50 and 51. Cl'r:O?':e one of those
ideas, or another idea that you like, and begin to develop it. W' e fer you are writing
a redlistic story or a tall tale, you will need to pay special aftention 10 your main
character. Use this idea web to record details about how he or she looks, acts, speaks,
and so on.

Appearance How He or She
Talks

Character

Special Qualities Other Details (age,
background, eic.)

Before you continue, consider these questions about your setting and plot

e What is the setting of your story? Consider

lace o : :
weather conditions, and so on. P rlocation, season, time of dav.
e« What is the character’s problem?

» What does the character do to try to solve the '
one try? What is the final solution or outcome? Piodlem? Does it take more th
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Draft

Wirite a first draft of your story here or type it on @
as you write. Continue on another sheet of paper
worry about making mistakes. Just get your ideas

computer. Refer to your story map
if you need fo. As you write, do not
down in sentences and in order,

Now that you have written your draft, write an idea for q tit|

|ater, but that’s okay. € here. It might changé

Title:

-
spectrum Wiiting
Grade 5 Chapter | Lesson: 13
54 Writing @ M‘\

Scanned with CamScanner



NAME

[EEXINED The Writing Process: Story

Revise

Evg-:‘_ry writer must look at hls or her work with fresh eyes and figure out how to make the
writing better. Even experlenced writers do this, and no one considers it an easy job.

Answer the ques’rions belc?w. If you answer “no” to any of these questions, those are the
areas you might need to improve. Write notes on your draft so you know what needs
aftention. Ask a friend to read your draft and answer the questions, too.

* Did you give details about an interesting character and a sefting?
* Did you include a problem and a solution in your plot?

* Did you tell events in an order that made sense? Did you use transition and
time words?

* Did you create pictures in your readers’ minds with vivid adjectives and
adverbs?

* If you wrote a tall tale, did you stretch details to make them funny?

* Did you use dialogue to help readers learn about characters and to move

the story forward? Does dialogue help the reader understand how characters
respond to events and to each other?

‘» Did you describe how things look, sound, smell, feel, and taste?
* Does your story include a good ending?

Now, review the important parts of a story.

« In the beginning of a story, readers meet the characters and learn a litte about
the setting and the plot. The first sentence of a story should make readers want to
keep on reading.

* In the middle of a story, the action takes place. Readers see the character or
characters face a problem. The characters probably make one or more attempts
to solve the problem.

* In the end, the characters solve the problem in a logical way. Remember, it is not
satisfying to read a story in which a big problem just goes away by magic.

On your draft, draw brackets around the beginning, middle, and end of your story.
Write some notes if you decide that you must change any of those parts to make them
more interesting for your readers.
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computer doc
Write a revision of your first draft here or make chang® f‘;c\;?;:mglﬁro your retgn&em‘,
As you revise, remember to Include vivid details that apP ers

senses.

_d—//

Now that you have revised your draft, are you still hg - A If not, NOW 8
your chance to change it. PPy with your title? If n

Title: - I

it 13
spectrum Writing craoter s
Grade 5 pWriﬂﬂ g0 ston
56

Scanned with CamScanner



NAME
[EINE The Writing Process: Story

Proofread

Now. correct ’rhosga last little mistakes. Proofreading is easier if you look for just one
kind of error at a fime. So, read through once for capital letters. Read again for
end punctuation. Read a third time for spelling errors. Here is a checklist to help you
proofread your revised story. Ask a friend to proofread your writing, too.

Each sentence begins with a capital letter.

___Each senf_ence ends with the correct punctuation (period, question mark, or
exclamation point).

Dialogue is punctuated correctly.
Each sentence states a complete thought.
All words are spelled correctly.

When proofreaders work, they use certain symbols. Using these symbols makes their job
easier. These symbols will make your job easier, too.

--Lhree little lines under a letter mean that the letter should be capitalized.

« Write in missing end marks like thisig ? !

. ¢ -
« “Please add a comma and quotation marks she said.

H ?

~ _thi
« Fix incorrect or misspelled words like thesey

A

oofread your sfory. Remember to read your writing out

Use these symbols as you pr :
loud, even if there is no one fo listen. When you read out loud, you may hear mistakes

or rough spots that you did noft see.

Publish
i - r story on separate sheets of paper or make final changes to
Wite a il sopy el ¥oU t. Wr;/i’re or type carefully so there are no mistakes. If you wish,

ocumen . - el
Z:cc):lﬂ iiigsr’::g#;?\rs%nd share your story with friends. With an qduh‘ s permission, post your
story on a good Web site for children’s writing (but do not include your name).
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